
Older Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 4 • Session 1

People had been waiting a long time for Jesus. God hinted at His coming 
in the garden of Eden when He promised a seed to conquer the serpent. 
(Gen. 3:15) The prophets told of His coming hundreds of years before His 
birth. God was working out His plan to bring His people back to Himself.

In the Bible, God used angels to communicate His message to people. 
Angels spoke to Abraham in Genesis 18. The Angel of the Lord spoke 
to Balaam in Numbers 22. Now Mary and Joseph, the earthly parents of 
Jesus, each received a special visit from an angel to announce the birth 
of God’s promised Messiah. The angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary 
surprised her. By His grace, God chose Mary to be the mother of His child. 
The angel’s message revealed much about this promised child.

First, He would be great in both being and nature. He would be the Son of 
the Most High. Jesus is the Son of God, and the Lord God promised to give 
Him the throne of His father David. These words fulfilled the prophecy 
given to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-16. He would reign over the house of 
Jacob forever. His kingdom would have no end.

The good news that Jesus was coming into the world was good news 
because of why He was coming. An angel revealed Jesus’ purpose to 
Joseph in Matthew 1:21, “He will save His people from their sins.” The 
gospel is the good news of what God has done for us through Christ.

The announcement of Jesus’ birth is not the beginning of the gospel; God 
had been planning for this moment since before the beginning of time. 
(See Eph. 1:3-10.) Help the kids you teach understand that God’s plan has 
always been to save sinners and bring them back to Himself. Jesus, whose 
name means “Yahweh saves,” is the culmination of that plan. 

Teacher BIBLE STUDY
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Christmas

Session Title: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Bible Passage: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24
Big Picture Question: What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 

plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!

Small Group Opening
Welcome time
Activity page (5 minutes)
Session starter (10 minutes)

Large Group Leader
Countdown
Introduce the session (2 minutes)
Timeline map (1 minute)
Big picture question (1 minute)
Tell the Bible story (8 minutes) 
Key passage (5 minutes)
Discussion starter video (5 minutes)
Sing (5 minutes)
Prayer (3 minutes)

Small Group Leader
Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Activity choice (10 minutes)
Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Older Kids BIBLE STUDY OVERVIEW
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Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24

One day God sent an angel named Gabriel to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth. The angel went to visit a young virgin named Mary. She was 
engaged to be married to Joseph, a descendant of King David.

The angel said to Mary, “Rejoice! You have found favor with God. He is 
with you.” Mary was very afraid and puzzled. Why would God find favor 
with her? She had done nothing special.

The angel told Mary to not be afraid. He told Mary that she was going to 
have a very special and unique baby, and they would call the baby Jesus, 
which means “the Lord saves.” The angel explained that the baby would 
be great—He would be God’s Son! He would even be a king—the king 
God had promised would come. 

Mary asked the angel, “How can that happen? I am not married yet.”
The angel replied, “God will be the father of the baby. The baby will be 

God’s Son.”
The angel Gabriel told Mary, “Nothing will be impossible with God!” 

He told Mary that her relative Elizabeth was pregnant, even though she was 
old and did not have any children.

Mary replied, “I belong to God. May everything happen just as you said.” 
Then the angel left her.

Mary hurried to her relative Elizabeth’s house. When she arrived, the 
baby inside Elizabeth leaped for joy! The Holy Spirit filled Elizabeth and 
she said, “What an honor, Mary! Your baby will be blessed too!”

Mary was so happy. She praised God with a song about how great 
God is. Mary knew every family in the future would say she was blessed 
because God was going to do great things for her through Jesus. God was 
keeping His promise to bless the whole world through Jesus.

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months. Then she went home.
Now Joseph found out Mary was going to have a baby, but Joseph 

knew it was not his baby—Mary and Joseph were not married yet! Joseph 
decided to quietly divorce Mary so she would not be publicly disgraced.

The BIBLE STORY
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Soon after Joseph thought these things, an angel appeared to him in a 
dream.

“Joseph!” the angel said. “Don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
because the baby she is carrying was put there by the Holy Spirit. Mary 
is going to have a son; name Him Jesus because He is going to save His 
people from their sins!”

This happened just like the prophet said it would: “See, the virgin 
will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him 
Immanuel,” which is translated “God with us.”

When Joseph woke up, he did exactly as the angel commanded. He 
married Mary, and when she had a son, Joseph named Him Jesus.

Christ Connection: “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: The virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel” 
(Isaiah 7:14). The baby Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy, as well as other 
prophecies of the coming Savior throughout the Old Testament. Through 
His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus fulfilled God’s plan of redemption 
that God planned from the beginning of the world. 
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Small Group OPENING

Welcome time
This is a great time to collect the offering, fill out 
attendance sheets, and help new kids connect to your 
group. Ask kids to share some of their favorite Christmas 
memories or traditions.

Activity page (5 minutes)
Help kids solve the puzzles on the “Isaiah’s Prophecy” 
activity page.
Say • Many years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah 

gave a prophecy about His birth.
 • A prophecy is a word from God to a group of people.
 • Listen during the Bible story to learn who was 
reminded of Isaiah’s prophecy.

Session starter (10 minutes)
Option 1: It’s all in a name
Call out a letter of the alphabet and lead kids to write the 
name of “famous” person that starts with that letter. You 
may choose to give categories for each round (examples: 
name of an athlete, movie star, character in a book, Bible 
person). 
Say • Why did you think of that person?

 • What makes that person’s name special?

• “Isaiah’s Prophecy” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils
• Bibles

PREP
LOW

• paper
• pencils

Option: Roll an 
alphabet cube to 
pick letters.

Session Title: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Bible Passage: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24
Big Picture Question: What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 

plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!
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 • Names are very important to us.
 • Often names in the Bible have a special meaning.
 • Today we will discover why Mary’s baby was named 
Jesus.

Option 2: Christmas name search
Write the names Mary, Joseph, Jesus, Zechariah, Gabriel, 
and Elizabeth on a piece of paper. Leave enough space 
between the letters to cut them apart. Cut apart all the letters 
of the words and place them in a ziplock bag. Make one set 
per team, pair, or trio. 

Form teams, pairs, or trios. Explain to boys and girls that 
the goal is to unscramble the letters to find six names that 
we will learn about in the Bible story.

After a few minutes, allow teams to open their Bibles to 
Luke 1 and scan the chapter for possible names. Review 
names to see which ones each team found correctly.
Say • Was it hard to figure out the different names? Which 

names were easy to unscramble?
 • Each of these people had a special role in the big 
picture of God’s story.
 • In today’s Bible story, God had an important message 
to communicate to some of these people about their 
part in His plan.

Transition to large group

• paper 
• scissors 
• ziplock bags
• pen

Option: Give the 
instructions to one 
member of each 
team and they have 
to share with the 
rest of their team 
without talking. 
They may not 
work the activity 
alone, but must 
communicate with 
their team what 
to do.
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Use any traditional 
Christmas decorations that are appropriate for your church 
environment. If you are pausing in the middle of another 
theme to celebrate Christmas, decorate the theme you have 
with Christmas decorations.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (2 minutes)
[Large Group Leader may wear regular clothing. Enter 
carrying a cell phone, holding it up searching for a signal. 
Start speaking without acknowledging the kids’ presence.]
Leader  • Three bars, yes! Can you hear me now? Can 

you … hear … me … now? What was that? What did you 
say? A dropped call again.

[Turn to the kids and continue.]
Leader  • We have all these great ways to communicate 

with one another. Name some of the ways we have to 
communicate with each other. Right, we have phones, 
mobile digital devices, computers, text messages, 
websites, and I could go on. Do you know the problem 
with these ways of communication? They all can fail. 

• room decorations 

Tip: It’s OK to stretch 
the imagination by 
placing Christmas 
trees in the middle 
of the desert or 
Christmas lights 
around your 
lush river valley 
archaeology site. 

• countdown video

• cell phone

Session Title: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Bible Passage: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24
Big Picture Question: What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 

plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!

Large Group LEADER
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Your message can get messed up or it may never reach the 
person. I am glad that God’s messages never get messed 
up. What are some of the ways God communicates with 
us? The Bible is how God communicates His plan to 
send Jesus to redeem people from sin. In the Bible we 
see that God communicated with people in several ways. 
Today we are going to hear about the ways God chose 
to communicate with a couple of people. He had a very 
special message, and He sent a special messenger to share 
that message.

Timeline map (1 minute)
Leader  • Before I tell you about our story, we should look 

at our timeline map. We are going to celebrate Christmas 
during the next few weeks. Do you see where Christmas 
is on our timeline map? You are right, Christmas doesn’t 
happen until all the way over here. But everything we 
have learned about so far has been a part of God’s plan to 
send Jesus to be our Savior. 

God saved Noah from the flood and gave us a picture of 
the salvation He would provide through Jesus. God chose 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be a part of the family of 
Jesus. He told Abraham that all of God’s people would 
be blessed because Jesus would be a part of Abraham’s 
family. 

On our timeline, we are skipping a lot of time and Bible 
stories to find Christmas. Don’t worry. In a few weeks we 
will go back where we stopped on our timeline map and 
start our journey again. But for now we are going to pause 
and fast forward all the way over here to Christmas. Who 
loves Christmas? Me too. It is one of my favorite times of 
the year.

God’s people waited many, many years for God to send 

• Timeline Map

Tip: Hang the panel 
with the Christmas 
unit on the wall 
some distance from 
the current panels. If 
you have the entire 
timeline map on 
the wall, hang a 
star above the panel 
with Christmas.

8      ©2012 LifeWay Christian Resources  



Older Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 4 • Session 1

the Savior He had promised. God’s plan to send Jesus was 
probably a little different than the way the Israelite people 
thought Jesus would come. God’s plan involved two 
ordinary people who followed Him. Their names were 
Mary and Joseph.

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader  • Mary and Joseph had a special part in God’s plan. 

I know what you are thinking. I can tell. You are thinking, 
what part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s plan? 
That is our big picture question this week. Say it with me. 
What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s plan?

Tell the Bible story (8 minutes)
Open your Bible to the Book of Luke and share the story 
of Mary and Joseph in your own words, or show the Bible 
story video “Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph.”
Leader  • Our big picture question was, what part did 

Mary and Joseph have in God’s plan? Did everyone find 
the answer to the question during the Bible story? The 
answer to the big picture question is God chose Mary and 
Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus. God chose two 
ordinary people to be the earthly parents of Jesus. Mary 
and Joseph weren’t rich or famous or super religious 
or members of an earthly royal family. They were two 
everyday people who followed God’s plan. And from the 
beginning, God’s plan was to send Jesus to pay the price 
for our sins. God chose Mary and Joseph to be a special 
part of that plan.

Jesus was the fulfillment of a prophecy made by Isaiah. 
Many years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah 
told the Israelite people that a virgin would have a baby 
boy. The baby boy would be called Immanuel. Immanuel 

• “Angels Spoke to 
Mary and Joseph” 
video

• Bibles
• Big Picture Question 
Slide or Poster 

• Bible Story Picture 
Slide or Poster 

Tip: An optional 
Bible story script 
is available at the 
beginning of each 
session to guide you 
as you prepare to 
share the story in 
your own words.
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means “God with us.” Jesus was God the Son who came 
to live with people on earth. He was God with us.

Can you imagine how Mary and Joseph felt when they 
heard they would be the earthly parents of Jesus? After 
the angel visited Mary, Mary went to visit her relatives 
Elizabeth and Zechariah. When Mary arrived, Elizabeth’s 
baby leapt inside her womb at the sound of Mary’s voice. 
Elizabeth’s baby would be John the Baptist. John the 
Baptist was given a specific part in God’s plan, too. John’s 
job was to preach to people that they needed to repent 
from their sin and that Jesus was coming. He prepared the 
way for Jesus and he baptized Jesus. 

From the very beginning God’s plan was to send Jesus 
to earth to pay the price for our sin. Abraham, Jacob, the 
prophet Isaiah, Mary, Joseph, and John the Baptist all 
were chosen by God to be a part of His plan.

You may choose to review how to become a Christian. 
Encourage kids who have questions about becoming a 
Christian to talk to you, another teacher, or their parents.

 • God rules. God created and is in charge of 
everything. (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; Col. 1:16-17)

 • We sinned. Since Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Rom. 3:23; 6:23)

 • God provided. God sent His Son Jesus to rescue 
us from the punishment we deserve. (John 3:16; 
Eph. 2:8-9)

 • Jesus gives. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again so we can be 
welcomed into God’s family. (Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
1 Pet. 3:18)

 • We respond. Believe that Jesus alone saves 
you. Repent. Tell God that your faith is in Jesus. 
(Rom. 10:9-10,13)
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Key passage (5 minutes)
Leader  • Our key passage this unit is another special 

message God communicated to a specific group of people 
about His Son Jesus. Next week we will learn who the 
first people to hear this special message were. Read the 
passage with me.

Guide kids to read the key passage. Lead boys and girls to 
sing “He Was Born.”

Discussion starter video (5 minutes) 
Show “Missing Player” video.
Leader  • How hard is it to win a soccer game without all 

the players on your team? What do you think would have 
happened if Mary or Joseph had said, “No thanks, I don’t 
want to do that,” when the angel shared the special plan 
God had for them? Have you ever felt like God wanted 
you to do something and you weren’t sure you wanted to 
do it? What did you do?

Remember to allow kids to formulate their own answers. 
They may not immediately give the right answer. Help them 
to see the importance of looking to God to help us.
Leader  • What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 

plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly 
parents of Jesus.

Sing (5 minutes)
Leader  • In our Bible story, Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit when Mary arrived to visit. Elizabeth told 
Mary she would be blessed and that everything the angel 
had told Mary would come true. Mary responded by 
praising God. Join me by standing and praising God by 
singing our theme song.

Sing “Born That We May Have Life.”

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster 

• “He Was Born” song 

• “Missing Player” 
video

• “Born That We May 
Have Life” song
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Leader  • Christmas is a wonderful time to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. God sent Jesus to earth for a special 
purpose. The chorus of our song says that Jesus was “born 
that we may have life.” Each time we sing that phrase we 
can remember that Jesus was born to save us from our 
sins. We can have eternal life because Jesus gave His life 
for our sin when He died on the cross.

Prayer (3 minutes)
Leader  • Before you go to your small groups, I want three 

people to tell me something about today’s Bible story.
Select three volunteers to give an answer. If a kid freezes or 
forgets his answer, ask him if he wants a friend to help him.
Leader  • Those were some great answers. I have one more 

question for everybody. What part did Mary and Joseph 
have in God’s plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be 
the earthly parents of Jesus. Good job, everyone. After 
I pray, you may watch your small group leader for the 
signal to head to your small group.

Close in prayer, remembering to thank God that He picked 
Mary and Joseph, ordinary people, to be a part of His plan 
to send Jesus.

Dismiss to small groups
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Small Group LEADER

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Use the timeline in the small group visual pack to help kids 
understand the length of time between God’s promise to 
Abraham or the prophecy given to Isaiah and the birth of 
Jesus.

Lead kids to open their Bibles to Luke 1 and Matthew 1 
to review the Bible story from large group. You may choose 
to tell the story again in your own words using your open 
Bible.

Guide the kids to work together to create tweets or text 
messages to tell the Bible story. A tweet is 140 characters, 
but you can be flexible.
Suggested Scriptures:

1. Luke 1:26,28 (Gabriel is sent to Mary.)
2. Luke 1:30-32 (Gabriel reveals God’s message that 

Mary will have a son named Jesus.)
3. Luke 1:39-41 (Mary visits Elizabeth. Elizabeth’s 

baby leaps.)
4. Luke 1:42-45 (Elizabeth proclaims Mary is 

blessed.)
5. Matthew 1:18-19 (Joseph learns Mary is pregnant 

and plans a quiet divorce.)
6. Matthew 1:20 (An angel appears to Joseph in a 

dream.)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Small Group Visual 
Pack

• pens or pencils
• paper

Session Title: Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Bible Passage: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24
Big Picture Question: What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 

plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus.
Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born!
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7. Matthew 1:21-23 (The angel reveals that Isaiah’s 
prophecy is being fulfilled.)

Allow kids to retell the Bible story using the tweets they 
wrote.
Say • What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 

plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly 
parents of Jesus.
 • Whose prophecy did Baby Jesus fulfill? (The baby 
Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy, as well as other 
prophecies of the coming Savior throughout the Old 
Testament.)

You may choose to share how to become a Christian 
using the Scriptures suggested. Encourage kids who have 
questions about becoming a Christian to talk to you, another 
teacher, their parents, or another Christian.

 • God rules. God created and is in charge of 
everything. (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; Col. 1:16-17)

 • We sinned. Since Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Rom. 3:23; 6:23)

 • God provided. God sent His Son Jesus to rescue 
us from the punishment we deserve. (John 3:16; 
Eph. 2:8-9)

 • Jesus gives. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again so we can be 
welcomed into God’s family. (Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
1 Pet. 3:18)

 • We respond. Believe that Jesus alone saves 
you. Repent. Tell God that your faith is in Jesus. 
(Rom. 10:9-10,13)

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Instruct boys and girls to form a circle. Select a kid to 
be player 1 and allow the remaining kids to number off 

Tip: “The Gospel: 
God’s Plan for Me” 
is included often to 
allow you to choose 
when to share with 
kids. 

• Key Passage Poster 
• playground or other 
bouncy ball
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clockwise from player 1. The first player will say the first 
word of the key passage and bounce the ball to another 
player. The player will say the second word of the key 
passage and bounce the ball to another player.

Each player has five seconds to say the right word. If she 
says the wrong word or doesn’t reply in time, the game 
pauses as she moves to the end of the circle and everyone 
moves forward one number. (Example: If player 3 messes 
up, she moves to the end of the circle, player 4 becomes 
player 3, player 5 becomes player 4, and so forth.)

Continue play. Move kids to a new location and repeat.
Say • Next week we will learn who heard this special 

message first.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Option 1: All about Jesus relay
Give each kid two strips of paper or construction paper 
and ask him to write on each one something he knows 
about Jesus. Facts can be about Jesus’ birth, life, death, or 
resurrection. As kids write, discuss as a group some of the 
kids’ responses. Kids may use their Bibles as needed.
Say •What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 

plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly 
parents of Jesus.
 • Christmas is not only a good time to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, but we can also remember all the 
things He did and said.

Form teams. Lead teams to line up. Place clear tape 
dispensers or rolls on the opposite side of the room or area. 
Each player will run to the tape and tape one of his strips of 
paper to begin a paper chain. The goal is to tape the paper 
with the writing on the outside. The first team to complete 
its paper chain wins.

PREP
LOW

• 1- or 2-inch 
wide strips of 
construction paper, 
2 per kid

• markers
• clear tape, 2 rolls or 
dispensers

• Bibles
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Option 2: Christmas cards
Urge boys and girls to create Christmas cards by printing 
the key passage on a piece of heavyweight paper. Choose a 
group to send the cards to (suggestions: shut-ins, residents 
of a local senior center, hospital patients). You may choose 
to include a CD or DVD of a recent church service that 
includes a gospel presentation or Christmas theme. Help 
kids attach an address label and stamp to an envelope.
Say • Not everyone is physically able to come to our church 

building, but we can reach out to them to remind 
them that God loves them and our church does too.
 • All people need to hear about God’s plan to send 
Jesus to earth to die for our sins.
 • What part did Mary and Joseph have in God’s 
plan? God chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly 
parents of Jesus. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Ask boys and girls to write a prayer on their journal page 
praising God for the good news He gave Mary and Joseph. 
Help kids focus on the real reason for Christmastime in 
their prayers.

Encourage kids to write the name of someone they can 
invite to church this Christmas season. Close by praying 
for the boys and girls in your group to remember to invite 
friends and family to church.

As time allows, guide boys and girls to find a partner and 
complete the “What Happened?” activity page.

• heavyweight paper
• scissors
• glue
• pens, markers, or 
colored pencils

• stickers
• envelopes
• stamps
• pre-addressed 
address labels

• CD or DVDs of 
church service 
(optional)

Option: Ask 
the church 
administrative 
assistant for a list 
of people who 
visited the church 
in the last year. 
Include info about 
upcoming church 
services in the cards.

• pencils
• journals
• Journal Page, 
1 per kid 

• “What Happened?” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• Bibles
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Key Passage: Luke 2:10-11

Session 1:  Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph 
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24

Session 2:  Jesus Was Born 
Luke 2:1-20

Session 3:  Wise Men Visited Jesus 
Matthew 2:1-21
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Christmas

And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:10-11
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But the angel said to them,  
“Don’t be afraid, for look,  

I proclaim to you good news 
of great joy that will be for all 

the people: Today a Savior, who is 
Messiah the Lord, was born for you 

in the city of David.” 
Luke 2:10-11
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And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is 

Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:10-11
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But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for 

behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy which will be for 

all the people; for today in 
the city of David there has 
been born for you a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11
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But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; 

he is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:10-11
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Then the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people. 

For there is born to you this day 
in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:10-11
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What part did Mary 
and Joseph have in 

God’s plan?
God chose 
Mary and 

Joseph to be 
the earthly 
parents of 

Jesus.
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____ _____ ____ ____ ____ _____ _____ _____
   ••         --         --       •-         -•        ••-          •         •-••

Instructions: Solve the code to find the name the prophet Isaiah said Jesus would be called.

Unscramble the letters of each word to reveal what this name means.

odG thiw su

Circle all the places that God is with us.

park

school

church

home

friend’s house

movie theater

grocery store

jungle

big city

Name three more places God is with us.

1.

2.

3.
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Instructions: Challenge a friend to see who can be the first to fill in the missing 

words from the Bible story. Practice sharing the Bible story with a friend.

A n g e l s  S p o k e  t o  M a r y  a n d  J o s e p h 
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24

Word Bank: 

One day God sent an angel named 

________ to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth. The angel went to visit a young 

virgin named ________. She was engaged to be 

married to Joseph, a descendant of King David.

The angel said to Mary, “________! You have 

found favor with God.” Mary was very afraid 

and puzzled. The angel told Mary to not be 

afraid. He told Mary that she was going to have 

a very special and unique baby, and they would 

call the baby _______, which means “the Lord 

_______.” The angel explained that the baby 

would be great—He would be God’s Son!

  The angel Gabriel told Mary, “__________ 

will be impossible with God!” He told Mary 

that her relative Elizabeth was pregnant, even 

though she was old and did not have any 

children.

  Mary hurried to Elizabeth’s house. When she 

arrived, the baby inside Elizabeth leaped for 

______! The Holy Spirit filled ___________ 

and she said, “What an honor, Mary! Your baby 

will be blessed too!” Mary was so happy. She 

praised God with a song. Mary stayed with 

Elizabeth for _____ months. Then she went 

home. 

  Now _________ found out Mary was going to 

have a baby; Joseph decided to quietly divorce 

Mary so she would not be publicly disgraced.

  Soon after Joseph thought these things, an 

angel appeared to him in a _______. “Joseph!” 

the angel said. “Don’t be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife, because the baby she is carrying was 

put there by the Holy Spirit. Mary is going to 

have a son; name Him ____________ because 

He is going to save His people from their sins!”

  This happened just like the prophet said it 

would: “See, the virgin will become pregnant 

and give birth to a son, and they will name Him 

____________,” which is translated “God is 

with us.”

  When Joseph woke up, he did exactly as the 

_________ commanded. He married Mary, and 

when she had a son, Joseph named Him Jesus.

Elizabeth

angel

Jesus

dream

Gabriel

Mary 

Rejoice 

Immanuel

saves

Joseph

joy

three

Jesus

Nothing
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